Detection of herpes simplex virus DNA in semen of men with genital HSV-2 infection.
Previous studies, using viral culture, have suggested that herpes simplex virus (HSV) isolation from semen is rare. This study attempts to investigate further the role of semen in sexual transmission of HSV. To evaluate semen samples for HSV DNA with a sensitive polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test. Laboratory examination of 255 stored semen samples collected from 15 healthy men with genital HSV-2 infection during a prospective clinical trial. Herpes simplex virus DNA was detected in 8 (3.1%) semen samples, 6 of which were collected during a herpes recurrence. Herpes simplex virus DNA was not detected in any of the 18 samples collected during acyclovir therapy. Herpes simplex DNA can be detected in semen, although it appears closely associated with clinical HSV reactivation. More detailed studies will be needed to assess the role HSV-2 in semen plays in transmission of infection.